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Did you know that the explorer, Christopher Columbus never 
set foot on the land that includes the United States, Canada 
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North America get a federal holiday named after him? Christo-
pher Columbus is seen as an inspiration to struggling people 
across Europe, symbolizing freedom and new beginnings. This allowed immigrants to 
come to America to build a better life.  

 

Christopher Columbus did not discover America. Indigenous people had already been living 
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Columbus did. However, Columbus was the one who showed others the ways and routes 
to explore this "New World." Soon after Columbus's voyages, several European countries 
set sail to the New World. 

 

In Latin American countries, this day is celebrated as Día de la Raza (Day of the People). 
The Día de la Raza celebrations are for the Native American and mixed cultures that     
survived through the colonization period. Some places in the United States have renamed 
this holiday Native American Day or Indigenous Peoples Day to celebrate their heritage. 
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Take a Trip 
My Vacation 

By: William Brown 

 

During the summer I went to the beach and collected seashells. 

The beach I went to was in Massachusetts. Every year my family 

goes to Massachusetts, and we take the ferry to get there. The   

ferry is cool because you can drive your car right onto the boat. We go to a place called 

Cape Cod. We rented a house for a week. While we were there we went bowling and I won! 

My favorite thing I ate was corn on the cobb. It was messy, but I really liked it. We went to 

the beach with my family two different times, and I found a lot of really interesting looking 

seashells. I think other people should go to Massachusetts because you can try different 

things and you might have a really good time. It’s also good because you get to go on 

vacation, but you don’t have to take a plane or travel too far. 

       

 

The Newspaper Staff went to talk to some of the elementary students 
about the fun things they did this summer! These were their responses: 

  

◊ I went on a family vacation- Anaya 

◊ I slept in late during my summer break! – David 

◊ I played Roblox with my friends- Jayci 

◊ I got to hang out with my Dad- Jaylen 

◊ I had my Uncle at home with me- Joshua 

◊ I went to Africa to see my family-Khalil  

◊ I hung out with my sister and my Mom- Sophia  

◊ I went fishing with my Ada and Pop- William  



 

Cradle of Aviation Trip 

By: Makai,  Azriel, and Perla 

 

A group of five 10th and 12th graders were able to visit the Cradle of Aviation during summer 

school. Upon getting to the Cradle of Aviation we learned about composites which are a material 

made from carbon fiber and a hardening agent that is used to make planes and cars. Composites 

are used because they are lighter than other materials of the same strength. For these reasons 

they are often used in construction. Composites are built on a honeycomb base because that 

shape is durable and easier for a hardening agent to settle into.  

We were able to make our own composite squares. The 

first step was to mix the resin and hardening agent. This 

process creates toxic fumes so we had to wear masks and 

smocks to keep us safe. Next, we spread the mixture evenly 

onto the carbon fiber and layered it on the honeycomb, the 

more layers you added the more durable it was going to be 

in the end. An important person from the Cradle of Aviation came down to observe see if we were 

understanding and enjoying the activities, as we were the first group of students with disabilities 

to come for this program. Then we took a break for lunch. They brought us pizza, which was better 

than school. Not to mention Ms. Kim let us raid the school store for snacks before we went.  

 After lunch we toured the museum while our composites baked, which helps them to clear 

and dry. Our tour guide was very informative and friendly, you could tell she loved having students 

come through. She was impressed with how we all helped each other out. Before we left we were 

given our composite squares. We were told they were now stronger than steel, so Perla clearly 

needed to drive over it to test its strength. She even parked her chair on it for multiple minutes. 

Ethan did his best to rip it apart, trying nearly the entire time, and couldn’t. When we were done 

we loaded back onto the buses to go back to school. 

The same group of students that went over summer 

are invited back in the fall to complete a class that will 

potentially get us college credit. We recommend this 

trip for older students that are interested in science 

and technology. It is Makai approved.  
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Having Pets Is Fun 

By: Bruno Levon Bernstein 

 

I have two cats and two dogs and it’s fun to 
be around them. I think all people should 
have pets because they are great family 
members. I recently got these two new dogs 
in 2020 and 2021 and have had two cats for 
13 years. The breed of dogs I have are   
heelers. You can also get any breed that fits 
your lifestyle. My dogs’ names are Rupert 
and Lulu, and my two cats are named Michy and Mobley. I really think 
everyone should get cats and dogs as pets because they make me feel  
happy and calm when I get home. You might be able to find cats and dogs at a 
pet store and a pet shelter. Pets are really fun; they make you feel independent 
and responsible. 

 

Bus Duty 

By:  Jonathan Fitoussi 

 

My name is Jonathan, and I help at bus duty. I help at the Searingtown Road exit during 

the summer, but also during school. I help by pushing some of my friends who use 

wheelchairs to the exit so the matrons can pick their students up. I push the little kids, like 

Max, Liam, William, and Samantha. I don’t need to help the kids with powerchairs, like 

Asha and Max.  I can push the 

chairs with two handles. I like to 

help at bus duty because they 

might need a little help to get 

all the kids out on time. 

However, I have a time limit! I 

have to leave when my bus 

comes at 3:20! I like my job and I 

want to help every year. Helping 

people makes me feel good. 
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Robotics Rules 

By Dr. Frenkel’s 7
th

 Grade STEM Class 

Ricardo Argudo, Aiden Buguia, Julianna Dean, Camila Lopez-Escobar, Dariela 

Lopez-Escobar, Ryan Moloney, Tessah Morris, and Mikayla Neckles 

 

We went to the gym for some entertaining STEM activities. First, we went in and 

went to a table covered in Legos. We 

were asked to build a bridge together. It 

was fantastic and wonderful because we 

enjoyed working with each other as a 

team. Sometimes the bridge would break 

and then we would have to put it back to-

gether. We strategized with each other 

and decided to reinforce it using more 

Legos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After we built the bridge, we went to see extraordinary robots.  One of the robots 

went through a maze.  Another robot moved a cube onto a table that looked like it 

had steps.  The robots were fascinating and interesting.  We had a really great time! 

Page 6 



 

Page 3 

Veteran’s Day Parade 

On Thursday, November 9 the R.A.M.P. students lead our third annual Veterans Day 

Parade. Veterans from the Albertson VFW, Willison Post American Legion, HVS’s 

Mr. Ryan, Ms. Stefani’s grandfather, and Mr. Desi’s father all marched in the parade. The 

parade began with a speech from Ms. Graffeo followed by an exceptional rendition of 

the National Anthem by Ms. Brianna.

    

            

  

New to the parade this year included students and staff wearing 
signs honoring service members who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. The names of the service members were provided to 
us by Ms. Joy, who volunteers for the organization called Wear 
Blue: Run to Remember. Their mission is to honor the service and 
sacrifice of the American military through active remembrance.

      

 

The R.A.M.P students enthusiastically paraded around the school hallways with the 

Veterans following. The entire HVS community lined the hallways in our school waving 

their flags, cheering, and handing out cards. At the completion of the parade, students 

and veterans went to a festively decorated classroom for coffee and patriotic snacks. The 

central focus in the classroom was a white table based on the book, America’s White 

Table written by Margot Theis Raven illustrated by Mike Benny. In preparation for the 

parade, each class watched a YouTube reading of the book to understand the sacrifice 

the veterans made for our country. The veterans were impressed and honored by the 

attention given to them by HVS students of all grades. The staff members expressed how 

uplifting the day was for everyone. Be on the lookout for Memorial Day activities and 

visiting the garden with your teachers on warm days! 
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Pumpkin Patch 

2023 

We loved being able to pick and take home our own pumpkins. We were also able to do a cool 
experiment in the STEM room called "Sink or Float?" where we saw if pumpkins could float 
whole. Then we cut them and took the seeds out. We put our hands in and it felt slimly. Then 
when they were empty we put them back to see if they would float that way. After we filled 
the inside with water and it finally sunk a little bit. Thank you again SEPTA and Hicks 
Nursery for making Halloween fun! 

By: William S. Khalil B. Bear B. and Jaylen W. in the 3rd grade!
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Halloween Happenings 2023 




