
Adapted Wheelchair 
Basketball Program

Adapted Wheelchair Basketball is one of the most successful and popular programs at the Henry Viscardi School at The Viscardi 
Center. The program was created to give children of all levels of physical disabilities the opportunity to play together as a team 
and to reach their highest potential as athletes. Like all kids, our students like to spend time together outside of classroom hours. 
Through the basketball program, our students are given the chance to have fun, build their self-esteem, and learn sportsmanship 
and teamwork in a safe, supervised environment. The teams also foster great school spirit!

Our Cubbies program, for elementary school students, focuses on skills and drills. The Junior Varsity and Varsity Cougars teams, 
grade 6 to age 21, are more competitive and play in tournaments, as well as in games against local university sports teams, 
companies and special guests. All of the teams participate in an annual tournament at The Viscardi Center and the Empire State 
Games for the Physically Challenged each spring.

Each December, the Henry Viscardi School hosts a full-day wheelchair basketball tournament, for all age groups, that showcases 
visiting teams from the NY metro area. Each game is officiated by a paid referee and the tournament culminates with the 
awarding of team trophies. New teams are always welcome!

Services at a Glance
«	Co-ed program, played with both power and manual wheelchairs, teaches sportsmanship and teamwork.

«	Program features teams in three age groups.

«	Using adapted basketball hoops, players can shoot at hoops that are 2-, 4-, and 8-feet high depending on their age  
and physical ability.

«	Specialized game uses zone defense and motion offense.

«	Annual tournament, with visiting teams, held at The Viscardi Center each December.

We are always looking for wheelchair basketball teams to play throughout the year and at our annual tournament. 

The Henry Viscardi School at The Viscardi Center serves children (Pre-K through age 21) with severe physical disabilities who often 
require life-sustaining medical treatment throughout the day. Its specialized, accessible educational setting provides a fully-enriched 
academic program, a variety of therapies, assistive technology and medical supports to students who may otherwise need to receive 
instruction in their homes or a hospital. Learn more at viscardicenter.org.

at The Viscardi Center
Henry Viscardi School For more information about the program, or to schedule a game 

against the Viscardi Cubbies and Cougars, contact: Joe Slaninka at 
516.368.2271 or jslaninka@henryviscardischool.org or Chris Marotta 
at cmarotta@henryviscardischool.org. ViscardiCenter.org
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